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was fighting for the Catholic faith and the relief of
the people, who saw how those who followed him
served God by blaspheming His Holy Name, pil-
laging churches, violating every law human and
divine. "Our Union," he concluded, "from top to
bottom is nothing but disunion ; our towns are full
of lawlessness, riot and poverty! "

The King had probably from the moment of his
accession looked upon his conversion as a conces-
sion which might become unavoidable, and he had,
as we have seen, even before 1589 prepared the way
for such a step by professing on all occasions his
willingness to "receive instruction " and to renounce
any errors of which he might be convinced.

Henry IV. was not an unbeliever, not inaccessible
to religious emotion ; in trouble or sickness he found
comfort in prayer and in the psalms which had
soothed his infancy, but his emotions were super-
ficial and transitory, his ambition deep and enduring.
His creed he said was that of all honest men. Yet
it cannot be doubted that in his heart he held
Protestantism to be nearer the truth than Romanism.
D'Amours preaching before the King, when it was
known that he had made up his mind to be con-
verted, warned him not to provoke God's judgment
by wilfully sinning against light. The Catholic
courtiers cried out that such insolence should be
punished. "Why," said the King, "what would you
have? he has only told me a home truth."

Perhaps Henry still hoped that he might be able
to establish his authority while remaining a Prot-
estant. Elizabeth of England had tried the policy